1547-0679 (Electronic) Language: English Keywords: sexual vs nonsexual victimization; male adolescent sexual abusers; developmental antecedents; criminal behavior; adolescent psychopathology Abstract: This study compares sexually victimized and nonsexually victimized male adolescent sexual abusers on a number of variables. Self-report measures were administered to 325 male sexually abusive youth (average age 16) in six residential facilities in the Midwest, 55% of whom reported sexual victimization. The results indicate that the sexually victimized sexual abusers have more severe developmental antecedents (trauma, family characteristics, early exposure to pornography and personality) and recent behavioral difficulties (characteristics of sexual aggression, sexual arousal, use of pornography, and nonsexual criminal behavior) than the nonsexually victimized group. Results are contrasted with recent typological research, which found no relationship between sexual victimization and subtype membership. Treatment, research, and theoretical implications are discussed. = = = = = = = = = Exploring the overlap in male juvenile sexual offending and general delinquency: Trauma, alcohol use, and masculine beliefs.
the group process provide a rationale against the inclusion in the same therapeutic group of two youths who committed a rape together. However, our observations during eight years of clinical experience and research in the prison clarify why it can and should be done. English Keywords: legal responses; juvenile sexual offenders; sexual deviance; sexual assault; juvenile justice system; courts Abstract: Reviews the book, "The perversion of youth: Controversies in the assessment and treatment of juvenile sex offenders" by Frank C. DiCataldo (see record 2009-08967-000). The book describes the faults in our current legal responses to adolescents viewed as juvenile sex offenders. The author discusses and illustrates that the central dilemma rests not with these youth but rather with society's unsupportable assumptions regarding the true, not so stereotypical identity of these offenders. The author presents an analysis differentiating between qualities of sexual deviance in order to delineate the distinctive consequence of either juvenile court or adult court. The author presents an examination concerning the area of adolescent sexual misbehavior between the two extremes of major sexual assault and minor sexual assault. The author further discusses how these distinct categories are constructed and maintained, along with questioning whether empirical evidence exists to support the conceptualization of adolescent sex offenders in our society. The book provides an optimistic view of juvenile sexual offenders as it suggests that the problem is not so much these juveniles alone but how they have been conceptualized within the justice system. = = = = = = = = = 'An examination of two sexual recidivism risk measures in adolescent offenders: The moderating effect of offender type': Erratum. Accurately predicting the likelihood that an adolescent with a sex offense history will reoffend is a precarious task that carries with it the potential for extreme consequences for the adolescent offender (e.g., lifelong public registration). Recently implemented laws regarding adolescent sex offenders are dramatically upstream of current knowledge. Several of these laws were ostensibly based on the misassumption that clinicians could accurately identify adolescents at the greatest risk for sexual recidivism. However, predicting which adolescents are at greatest risk to sexually recidivate is severely constrained by limited knowledge about which predictors are most accurately linked to sexual recidivism and uncertainty over how to best make use of instruments designed to predict recidivism. This paper reviews research on risk assessment and provides a set of recommendations for conducting risk assessments with adolescent sex offenders. = = = = = = = = = Sex offender registration and recidivism risk in juvenile sexual offenders. Juvenile sex offenders are increasingly included in sex offender registration laws, based, in part, on the assumption that they pose a distinctively high risk for future sexual violence and registration may help to mitigate this risk. To test this assumption, the current study compares risk scores on the static scales of the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol -II (JSOAP-II; Prentky & Righthand, [2003] ) and the Youth Level of Service/Case Management Inventory (YLS/CMI; Hoge, Andrews, & Leschied, 2002) , between samples of 106 registered and 66 unregistered juvenile sex offenders. New criminal charges, including sexually based crimes, were examined over a mean follow-up of 49.2 months (SD = 29.6 months). Results indicated that registered youth had lower risk scores on scales that most accurately predicted recidivism and registered youth were charged with new crimes at rates similar to those of unregistered youth. Reoffense risk, as measured by the risk scales, was not moderated by registration. The findings did not support the assumption that registration can effectively lower the risk for reoffense in juvenile offenders. Objective: This article reports on offense related characteristics and the psychosexual development in subgroups of juvenile sex offenders as measured by the Global Assessment Instrument for Juvenile Sex Offenders (GAIJSO). The predictive validity of these characteristics for persistent (sexual) offensive behavior in subgroups of juvenile sex offenders was investigated. Methods: One hundred seventy four sex offenders (mean age 14.9 SD 1.4) referred by the police to the Dutch Child Protection Board were examined. Offense related characteristics were assessed by means of the GAIJSO and the BARO (a global assessment tool for juvenile delinquents), and criminal careers of the subjects were ascertained from official judicial records. Results: Serious need for comprehensive diagnostics were found on the domains sexual offense and psychosexual development in juvenile sex offenders, especially in the group of child molesters. These youngsters displayed more internalizing and (psychosexual) developmental problems and their sexual offense was more alarming as compared to the other juvenile sex offender subgroups. Although one third of the juveniles had already committed one or more sex offenses prior to the index offense, at follow up (mean follow up period: 36 months SD 18 months) almost no sexual recidivism was found (0.6% of the entire sample). However, a substantial proportion of the entire sample of juvenile sex offenders showed non-sexual (55.6%) and violent recidivism (32.1%). Several predictors for a history of multiple sex offending and non-sexual recidivism were identified. Conclusion: This study revealed numerous problems in juvenile sex offenders. Assessment using the GAIJSO is helpful in order to identify indicators for extensive diagnostic assessment. In order to investigate the predictive validity for sexual reoffending a longer follow up period is necessary. 978-0-470-01900-9 (Paperback) 978-0-470-01899-6 (Hardcover) Language: English Keywords: adolescent offenders; needs; teenage males; young women; abusive post-pubescent adolescents; intellectual capacity; abusive pre-pubescent children; young sex offenders Abstract: (from the chapter) Although this chapter focuses on how we understand and treat adolescent sexual offenders, just as we conceptualise differences between adolescent and adult sexual offenders, we similarly conceptualise differences between sexually abusive post-pubescent adolescents and sexually abusive pre-pubescent children. Expanding this idea further, we also note other discrete populations included under the rubric of 'juvenile sexual offender', including teenage (and younger) girls, cognitively challenged children and adolescents, and other subpopulations that include adolescents from distinctly different cultures, for instance. If we fail to recognise and acknowledge these differences, we risk building a 'one-size-fits-all' mentality which is not only unlikely to provide depth in understanding our clients and the roots of their behaviour, but also limits specialisation in treatment for different treatment groups. Further, as it has become a near tenet of current treatment that sexual offenders are not a homogeneous group, we risk failing to live up to our own stated beliefs that great heterogeneity exists, not simply within the larger group of 'sexual offenders' but across different groups, by age, gender, cognitive and intellectual capacity, level of psychological/psychiatric functioning, and ethnic and cultural background. This is a useful place, then, to open this chapter, by noting that as we consider sex offender specific treatment, it is important to bear in mind that there are many subpopulations within the larger category of 'sexual offender'. Although this chapter focuses on male adolescent offenders, we recognise that we can apply some of the same ideas to other groups of young persons, including girls and young women, children, and cognitively (intellectually) impaired juveniles, but also that there significant differences among these subpopulations.
Authors
-= = = = = = = = = An examination of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act as applied to juveniles: Evaluating the ability to predict sexual recidivism. The recently enacted Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act will expand and standardize the registration of adolescent sex offenders. To evaluate the effectiveness of this and similar legislation, the authors assessed 91 juvenile males who had been adjudicated for a sexual felony offense and 174 juvenile males who had no history of sexual offending with several risk measures. On admission to treatment, all participants were assessed with the Psychopathy As the youth justice system has evolved, clinicians have been increasingly asked to make judgments about the likelihood that a youth who has committed a sexual offense will reoffend. However, there is an absence of well-validated tools to assist with these judgments. This study examined the ability of the Juvenile Sexual Offense Recidivism Risk Assessment Tool-II (J-SORRAT-II), Structured Assessment of Violence Risk in Youth (SAVRY), and Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol-II (J-SOAP-II) to predict violent behavior in 169 male youth who were admitted to a residential adolescent sex offender program. Total scores on the SAVRY and J-SOAP-II significantly predicted nonsexual violence but none of the instruments predicted sexual violence. The J-SOAP-II and SAVRY were less effective in predicting violent reoffending in youth aged 15 and younger than in older youth. The implications of these findings are discussed.
-= = = = = = = = = Emotional variables and deviant sexual fantasies in adolescent sex offenders. This study examined the relationship of treatment settings (inpatient and outpatient), sexual fantasies (deviant and non-deviant), and reported levels of loneliness and hostility. Most research relating to emotional variables and sex offending, utilizes primarily adult offender participants and not juvenile offenders. The results of this study indicated that there are significant differences between residential sex offenders (inpatient) and outpatient sex offenders on frequency of deviant sexual fantasies. Certain variables are also positively correlated with deviant sexual fantasies for residential sexual offenders (inpatient). The purpose of this research is to contribute to the field of adolescent sex offender assessment and treatment by examining the level of sexual deviant thoughts as related to mood states and subsequent acting out behavior. It assesses emotional components in a variety of settings to assist in tailoring treatment interventions for these issues. With more focus on these traditionally overlooked variables, early intervention with adolescent sex offenders will offer more efficient treatment. Finally, this study hopes to offer more issues for future research. Understanding factors that affect the severity of a juvenile-stranger sexual assault has implications for crime prevention, and potentially, the assessment and treatment of juvenile sex offenders. This study investigated how victim characteristics and the number of suspects affected the use of physical violence and weapons and the occurrence of penetration in 495 allegations of sexual assault committed by juveniles against strangers. Statistically significant interactions between victim age and gender were found for occurrence of penetration and use of violence. Differences in offense characteristics were also found between offenses with varying victimsuspect age differences. When comparing the rate of penetration in the presence and absence of violence, little change was observed for lone suspects. However, the rate of penetration increased significantly for groups in the presence of physical violence, suggesting that violence in this context may be more expressive than instrumental. Theoretical explanations and practical implications are considered. This study investigated differences in recidivism risk factors and traits associated with psychopathy among 3 groups of male adolescent sexual offenders (N = 156): offenders against children, offenders against peers or adults, and mixed type offenders. Furthermore, those same variables were examined for their association with sexual and nonsexual recidivism and the 3 groups were compared for differences in rates of recidivism. Based upon both juvenile and adult recidivism data, 6.4% of the sample reoffended sexually and 30.1% reoffended nonsexually. Retrospective risk assessments were completed using the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol-II (JSOAP-II) and the Psychopathy Checklist:Youth Version (PCL:YV). Comparisons of the 3 preexisting groups for differences on scale and factor scores were conducted using analyses of variance (ANOVAs). Differences among groups for recidivism were measured using survival curve analysis. Associations between risk scales and recidivism were measured using Cox regression analyses. Results suggest significant differences among the 3 offender groups on multiple scales of the JSOAP-II and PCL:YV, with mixed type offenders consistently producing higher risk scores as compared to those who exclusively offend against children or peers/adults. The Impulsive/Antisocial Behavior scale of the JSOAP-II and the Interpersonal and Antisocial factors of the PCL:YV were significant predictors of sexual recidivism. The Behavioral and Antisocial factors of the PCL:YV were significant predictors of nonsexual recidivism. Results supported previous research indicating that most adolescents who sexually offend do not continue offending into adulthood. Such results can lead to improved treatment by targeting specific risk factors for intervention and better use of risk management resources in the community, while preserving the most restrictive treatment options for the highest risk offenders. = = = = = = = = = Specialized assessment and treatment of adolescent sex offenders. The accurate and appropriate assessment and treatment of juvenile sex offenders is necessary for public safety and for the juvenile's own development. A growing body of literature has reported on specialized assessment instruments and treatment strategies for use with juvenile sex offenders. The current article reviews the evidence regarding the reliability and validity of various assessment instruments and outcome research regarding treatments with this population. With regard to assessment, the authors conclude that the most promising area of specialized assessment is risk assessment. With regard to intervention, the authors argue that despite methodological limitations, research on the treatment of juvenile sex offenders suggests that treatments are successful in creating change. Specifically, cognitive behavioral treatment and mulitsystemic therapy have demonstrated decreased recidivism compared to a control group. Recommendations regarding future research for the area and implications with respect to uniqueness of this population are considered.
-= = = = = = = = = Aspects of Young Sex Abusers--A Review of the Literature Concerning Young Sex Abusers (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) This article concerns itself with the serious problem of sexual abuse in our society, which appears to be increasing worldwide. It will also consider the incidence, the patterns of offending and comparison studies, followed by the causes and associated features of sexual abusers. The assessment and diagnosis of sex abuse offenders, the risk assessment of sex abusers and prevention and treatment approaches are followed by specific aspects of female sex offenders and the ethical and legal issues. Keywords: risk assessment; adolescent sex offenders; professional decision-making; forensic outpatient service Abstract: The paper describes an evaluation of a risk assessment tool's effectiveness in distinguishing adolescent sexual offenders who had committed further sexual offences from those who had not. The sample consisted of 50 male adolescent sexual offenders referred to a forensic outpatient service within a healthcare setting. The adolescents within the sample were designated recidivists versus non-recidivists using two methods: clinican's judgement and Home Office records for reconvictions. The risk assessment achieved a moderate to high level of sensitivity and specificity in distinguishing the recidivists from non-recidivists using clinician's judgement of recidivism as outcome. However, the tool was unable to distinguish recidivists from nonrecidivists. The risk assessment tool described has potential in the identification and modification of contextual and clinical risk factors, in informing professionals' decision-making and in developing and implementing a comprehensive risk management plan. = = = = = = = = = Juvenile sex offender recidivism: Typological differences in risk assessment. This study investigated differences in recidivism risk factors and traits associated with psychopathy among 3 subtypes of male adolescent sexual offenders (N = 156): offenders against children, offenders against peers or adults, and mixed type offenders. Variables were also examined for their association with sexual and nonsexual recidivism. Based upon both juvenile and adult recidivism data, 6.4% of the sample reoffended sexually and 30.1% reoffended nonsexually. Retrospective risk assessments were completed using the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol-II (JSOAP-II) and the Psychopathy Checklist: Youth Version (PCL:YV). Comparisons of the 3 groups were conducted using analyses of variance (ANOVAs) and chisquare analyses. Associations between risk scales and recidivism were measured using logistic and Cox regression models. Results suggested significant differences among the three offender types on multiple scales of the JSOAP-II and PCL:YV, with mixed type offenders consistently producing higher risk scores. The Impulsive/Antisocial Behavior scale of the JSOAP-II was a significant predictor of both sexual and nonsexual recidivism. The Interpersonal factor of the PCL:YV was a significant predictor of sexual recidivism, while the Affective and Antisocial factors of the PCL:YV were significant predictors of nonsexual recidivism. Results supported previous research indicating that most adolescents who sexually offend do not continue offending into adulthood. Suggested implications of the research included improving the quality of treatment by targeting specific risk factors for intervention, and better utilizing risk management resources in the community, while preserving the most restrictive treatment options for the highest risk offenders. Clinicians and other professionals evaluating, managing, and treating sexually abusive youth are frequently called upon to offer judgments regarding risk for sexual reoffense. There are currently no empirically validated methods for accurately classifying risk among this population. Therefore, those faced with this task have an obligation to consider the research on the assessment of risk and recidivism. Five methods of risk assessment are reviewed, and four scales are discussed, with directions on how to obtain them. These include the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol (JSOAP), the Protective Factors Scale (PFS), and Estimate of Risk of Adolescent Sex Offender Recidivism (ERASOR). = = = = = = = = = The Importance of Offense Characteristics, Victimization History, Hostility, and Social Desirability in Assessing Empathy of Male Adolescent Sex Offenders. sample. These scales were also used to examine the differences in empathy among groups of sex offenders. One hundred and twenty-three male adolescent sex offenders (ages 12-19) completed a battery of psychometric measures that included the IRI during a sexoffender-specific assessment. Moderate internal consistency and convergent validity was established for IRI scales. Age and social desirability were related to IRI scores. Victim empathy was not related to IRI scores. Justifications and acceptance of sexual and interpersonal violence were negatively correlated to EC and positively correlated to PD. Those who committed violent offenses reported more EC and PT; however, a generally hostile temperament was negatively related to these scales. Group differences were not found when contrasted with respect to a history of sexual or physical victimization or denial. Researchers using the IRI with male adolescent sex offenders should be cautious of the influence of age and socially desirable responding.
-= = = = = = = = = Ethical and legal issues in the assessment and treatment of juvenile sex offenders.
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